CHAPTER III.

npHE age of eighteen and a half years is an early
-L period at which to withstand assaults against both
one's dignity and one's heart. In his expulsion from
Oxford, Shelley's pride was sorely wounded, though there
was something soothing to him in the thought that lie
had endured disgrace in a righteous cause. What was
a more keenly felt blow was the final upbreak of the
definite or understood engagement between himself and-
his pretty cousin, Harriet Grove. In his desire to
emancipate her (Shelley was always desirous of emanci-
pating somebody, and would probably prove an intol-
erable nuisance among either the saints or the damned
of the "Paradiso" or the "Inferno" of the orthodox)
from the fetters of conventionality and an obsolete faith,
the young enthusiast not only alarmed Miss Grove
herself, but also her worthy parents. The result was
the conclusion of the hopes which both or either en-
tertained of the closer union of marriage. Shelley was.
greatly affected by this blow to his intentions, but his
sufferings were transient. Some of his admirers would
have it that he endured a lifelong hurt from this early
mischance, but without the slightest basis for their senti-ife
